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- Unemployment

With less production, companies

needed fewer workers. In the three

years after the crash, an average
of 100,000 people lost their jobs

every week. Even people who had

jobs often had to accept pay cuts.

Many people lost their homes and

faced poverty and hunger for the

first time in their lives.
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Millions of Americans were out of
] work and could not provide food for
| their families. Thousands of people |

lined up for food at soup kitchens

that were run by charities. After

waiting in line for hours, they

| received bread and a bowl of soup.

| This was usudlly the only meal that

they would eat all day.
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Herbert Hoover

President Herbert Hoover was elected

in 1928 before the Great Depression
started. He believed that private
charities and local communities should

help the needy. He didn’t think it was
the government’s job to help. Many

people believed he did not do enough

to help Americans during the
ﬁ Depression.
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. Hoovervilles |

Many people blamed Herbert

Hoover for the continuing
depression. Shantytowns became

known as “Hoovervilles.” Empty

pockets turned inside out were

called “Hoover flags.”

Newspapers used by homeless

people were to keep warm were

called “Hoover blankets.”
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.3 Dust Bowl

A severe drought hit the Great
Plains in 1930. A drought is a long

period without rain. Farmers
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watched their soil turn to dust in

the hot sun. High winds that

scattered the soil, called dust

storms, left some farmland

unusable. Most of the Great Plains
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became known as the Dust Bowl. e
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Migrant Mother

This photograph is called the
Migrant Mother. It depicts

poor pea pickers in California.

This is Florence Owens

Thompson, age 32, a mother

of seven children, in March

1936.




Oklahoma

1 family living in

f {

a shanty in

1936.
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How did the Great Depression Start? Learn all
about the Great Depression for kids
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World War | & The Great Depression - The Greal Depression

About The Film Follow Us When To Watch For Educators Ken Burns on PBS
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What if you had lived in the Dust Bowl?

You are about to embark on an experience that will
show you what life was like on the southern Great Plains
during the Dust Bowl. On your journey you will learn
about the changing market and weather conditions and
be asked to make decisions about whether to play it safe
and keep your farm the same size or expand it for a
greater profit. You will also meet several of your
"neighbors," who are doing their best to make it. Some
will stay on the land, trying to scrap out a living. Others
will say "enough" and head west. What choices will you

make?
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In 1932 Herbert Hoover was not
reelected. Franklin D. Roosevelt won |
the election. He believed that the

government needed to take bold

Franklin D. Roosevelt H

| action to fight the depression. He

promised a New Deal for the

American people. Many hoped he

would be able to fulfill his promise to
help those in need.
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The New Dedl

The New Deal was Roosevelt’s

plan to help America get out of
the Great Depression. The New
Deal focused on three major

goals: relief, recovery and reform.

The relief efforts helped people
right away. One program spent

$500 million to feed and house

the poorest in the country.
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W.P.A.
The New Deal recovery
programs tried to help the
economy by providing jobs.

The Works Progress

Administration employed more

than 8 million people to build

roads, schools, bridges and

_parks.
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Administration
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Tennessee Valley

Authoniy

ELECTRICITY FOR ALL
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The Tennessee Valley
Authority built about 50

dams along rivers in the

.-

South to prevent flooding.

{. Workers also built I3 power

for the first time

'..;}

plants to provide electricity *

to many homes in the region’







C.C.C.

- Tha Civilian Conservation Corps..:

Set up work camps for more

than 2 million unemployed young

" men between the ages of I8 and’

25. The men received housing,

food and $30 per month. The
CCC is best known for planting

trees and maintaining nationadl

parks.
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Social Security
Administration
One of the New Deal programs that

still exists today is the Social Security

Administration. It provides monthly

payments to the elderly, disabled and

unemployed. Payments are paid for by

taxes. Every citizen of the US. is

T il POST OV
HOW TO RETURN APPLICATION

L ‘!"'I-' !:;;r";.hi::,r};;;;f.r ard
AT ANY POST OFFICE
INFORMATION .MAY, BE OBTAINED

issued a social security card with

\_their own Social Security number.




The End

While the New Deal did not

completely restore the country

to the way it was before the
Depression, it did help the

nation get back on its feet.
| It wasn’t until [942 that the |

| Depression was truly over -

when America entered

World War II




History Brief: The New Deal

A Reading Through History
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